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FALLING IN LOVE WITH JESUS

Loving Jesus cannot be reduced to sentimental feelings. To love
Jesus is to want to be with him, to want to serve him, to be grateful
for salvation, to know what he has done for us, to want to be his
disciple. The author of First Peter states, "Though you have not
seen him, you love him; even now, though you do not see him, you
believe in him and rejoice with an inexpressible and glorious joy,
for you are gaining the goal of your faith, the salvation of your
souk" (1 Pt 1:8-9).

What a remarkable statement! He is not offering words of empty
comfort. That will not help when life gets tough. The people to
whom he was writing were experiencing serious trials and
persecutions. People can be psyched up to contribute to a building
fund, but they cannot be convinced to live under daily pain and
suffering by saying, "Cheer up! Tomorrow will be better." That
will not cut it.

Either we know Jesus Christ and love him, or we're not going to
make it. If we don't know and love Jesus, there is nothing big
enough or real enough in our lives to stop us from caving in to the
constant pressures of the world.

Although we never saw Jesus, we know him and love him.
Through prayer, we talk to him, and he talks to us. Isn't that
remarkable? Doesn't that reality prove that we have new life—a
life that is not bound by time and space, or by the flesh, our own
mind, or human resources?

This new capacity is the work of the Holy Spirit. It does not
mean repeating by memory, "It says here that if I love him, I will
keep his commandments. I'll keep his commandments, and
therefore I love him." That is not what these words mean.

But don't many of us approach our Christian lives in this way?
We trytokeepthe rules from a feeling of obligation. We start in the
Spirit and end in the flesh. If we're going to keep all God's
commandments by ourselves, we'll need a lot of willpower. That
type of behavior merely means that we are good legalists, and
Jesus had the sharpest rebukes for the Pharisees who functioned
on this level

Faith makes us righteous. We do not become righteous because
of the way we live. Compliance with the law does not necessarily
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meanthatweloveJesus.Godlooksatthe disposition ofourhearts,
not just our actions.

We cannot treat God impersonally. "The one who has my
commandments and keeps them is the one who loves me. That
one will be loved by my Father and I will love him and I will
manifest myself to him" (Jn 14:21). The Lord is saying, "II you let
me touch your heart and bring you into real knowledge of me/
then you will be established in love and empowered to demon-
strate that love by faithfulness to my commandments."

The keys to faith are trust and obedience. When we believe in
God and love him, we trust him as our closest friend. We put our
lives into his hands. He is more precious to us than anything else.
When there are difficult decisions to make, we turn to him for
counsel.

This is what the New Testament means when it says that wewalk
by faith and not by sight (2 Cor 5:7). It does not mean that we do not
know anything or that our minds are a blank. We can't keep
saying, "Yes sir, yes sir," to all this—and then keep trying morally,
on our own willpower, to put this life into action. We will simply
get more and more discouraged that way because it simply does
not work. That is not the Christian life.

Jesus did not die and rise again so that we could be discouraged.
He died and rose so that we would have a new Ufe—a life of
intimate friendship with God who loves us.


